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The catalytic role of policy integration and inclusive governance 
for food systems transformation and SDG acceleration 

Side event at the 2024 High-level Political Forum 
Friday 12 July 2024 

 
UN Headquarters, New York, Conference Room 9 – 13:15 - 14:30 (held in New York time) 
Co-organizers: UN Food Systems Coordination Hub, the Committee on World Food 
Security, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the European Union, Mexico and South 
Africa 
 

 

Background 
The UN Food Systems Summit in 2021 put into sharp focus the need to elevate food systems 

transformation as a catalyst for achieving the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). At the end of the UN Food Systems Summit +2 Stocktaking Moment (UNFSS+2) in 2023, the UN 

Secretary-General issued a Call to Action for accelerated food systems transformation, highlighting the 

right to food as an underlying principle for action in six priority areas.  

As part of their engagement at the 2024 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), 

the UN Food Systems Coordination Hub (the Hub), the Committee on World Food Security (CFS), the Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the European Union, Mexico and South Africa are organizing a side 

event on the catalytic role of policy integration and inclusive governance for food systems transformation 

and SDG acceleration. The side event will feature experiences and innovative solutions on how countries, 

development partners and other stakeholders are putting the priorities of the SG Call to Action into 

practice. It will focus on policy integration and implementation as well as inclusive governance 

mechanisms by providing a space for dialogue between different stakeholders on approaches to national 

pathway operationalization and how they support SDG 1, 2, and 13.  
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Objectives 
The side event will bring together representatives from selected Member States, civil society 
organizations, Coalitions of Action, the private sector, and other food systems practitioners to share 
experiences and innovative solutions to accelerate progress towards the SDGs. The side event will 
facilitate an exchange on participatory processes and the catalytic potential of policy tools grounded in 
the right to food, including those developed by the CFS as well as the key role of the Rome-based agencies 
(FAO, WFP, IFAD) in the achievement of the 2030 Agenda, and the coordination enabled by the Hub.  

More specifically, the side event aims to: 

• Exchange lessons learned on developing and implementing integrated, multisectoral policies to 
enable food systems transformation towards achieving the SDGs.   

• Share successful experiences of inclusive governance mechanisms at all levels, highlighting their 
role in supporting policy integration and ensuring a whole-of-society approach to food systems 
transformation.  

• Demonstrate specific cases of countries having this inclusive multisector governance structure 
in place. 
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Agenda 

Duration Item 

15 min 

Opening remarks:  
• Video message from Ms. Amina Mohammed, UN Deputy Secretary-General 

• H.E. Axel de la Maisonneuve, European Union ECOSOC Ambassador 
• H.E. Ambassador Nosipho Nausca-Jean Jezile, Chair of the Committee on 

World Food Security 
 
Moderator for the side event: Ms. Corinna Hawkes, Director Agrifood Systems and 
Food Safety (ESF), FAO 

25 min 

Panel session 1: The power of policy integration and inclusive governance for food 
systems transformation and SDG acceleration 
 
A facilitated panel discussion bringing together representatives from selected 
Member States to share experiences and innovative solutions to accelerate progress 
towards the SDGs. 
 
Panelists:  

• H.E. Ambassador Alicia Buenrostro Massieu, Permanent Representative of 
Mexico to the United Nations 

• Mr. Ahmed Magdy, Counselor, Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United 
Nations 

• Mr. Vicente Araújo, General Coordinator for Sustainable Development,  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil 

15 min 

Panel session 2: Reflections from the Ecosystem of Support 
 
Panelists: 

• Dr. Iain Wright, Vice-Chair of the Steering Committee of the CFS High-Level 
Panel of Experts (HLPE) 

• Ms. Afshan Khan, Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement  

• Mr. Jean-Luc Chotte, Research Director, Institute de Recherche pour le 
Développement, representing the Agroecology Coalition. 

15 min Q&A from the floor  

5 min 
Closing remarks:  
Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director, UN Food Systems Coordination Hub 

Register here: 

• 12 July 2024, 13:15 – 14:30 (held in New York time): 
(https://forms.gle/CFSZunbUy6c1pCMu6).  
Please note that interpretation services will not be available. 

https://forms.gle/CFSZunbUy6c1pCMu6

